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—The MAILING DATEofVus communication appems on tfw cover siieet beneath the conespondence adcfress— 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ ' MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Exterisions of tirne may be available under tt^ provi^^ 
fifoin the nriaifing date of this conrtrnunication. 

If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days v\nll be considered tmely. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the rnaiiing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



status 

y^^esponsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action Is HNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the. merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Br parte Quayle, 1 935. CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Clajms i 

"'^;g^laim(s) .. / 



Ofth^ above claim(s). 
□ Claim(s)- 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 




2^ 



□ Claim(s)- 



Appiicatlon Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



Is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 

. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/ane objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (£0-(cl)- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT .Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not receh/ed: ._ 



Attachment(s) 

□ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Ref rence(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□. Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Revi w. PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infonmal Pat nt Application, PTO-152 

□ Ottier 
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The Request for Continued Examination transmittal has been received and is entered 
A first action follows. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Drawings are objected to, figs 1, 2, 3 are confusing and cannot be properly correlated with 
one another. 

Where in fig. 1 is box 24? Also numerals 32, 26 seem to be used for certain items in fig. 1 
and for other items in fig. 2. 

Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office 
action. However, formal correction of the noted defect may be deferred until after the examiner 
has considered the proposed drawing correction. Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing 
correction will resuU in the abandonment of the application. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over admitted prior art 
(APA) in view of Thompson and Luu. 

APA discloses an aircraft seat mounted power box 24 and a cover 32 for the box, the 
cover having a power port opening 26. The cover lacks ports for USB and RJ cormectors. 

Luu, figs 4, 5 and Thompson, figs 1-6 disclose outlet box covers with standard box 
attachments and with openings for standard power outlets and also with added openings for other 
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-«itai»type outlets such as audio and video. It would have been obvious to form the APA cover 
with added openings for such uses as audio or video. This would enable it to be used with 
modem equipment such as computers or portable televisions. Use of USB only involves obvious 
change of one type port for another. 

The concept of forming power box covers with extensions outside the outline of the 
power box, such extensions to be used for support of additional connections is taught by the 
references and whether to be used as replacements in homes or in vehicles such as aircraft would 
be a matter of obvious choice. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to N Abrams at telephone 
number (703)308-1729. 




N ABRAMS/pj 
01/14/04 



